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This application should be refused for the reason mentioned below. If the applicant has any 
argument against the reason, such argument should be submitted within 3 months from the date on 
which this notification was dispatched. 

Reason 



The invention(s) in the claim(s) listed below of the subject application should not be granted 
a patent under the provision of Patent Law Section 29(2) since it could have easily been made by 
persons who have common knowledge in the technical field to which the invention(s) pertains, on the 
basis of the invention(s) described in the publication (s) listed below which was distributed in Japan 
or foreign countries prior to the filing of the subject application. 

Note (The list of cited documents etc. is shown below.) 

• Claims 1-6, 8, 10-14 

• Cited document 1 , 2 

• Remarks 

The cited document 1 discloses that a first holder having a back surface for covering a back 
surface of a light guide plate, a second holder having an opening corresponding to a display area and 
formed dividably from the first holder, and a light source housing chamber which is formed by 
combining the first and second holders and includes a light source holding part. 

The cited document 2 discloses that the dividable holders 11 and 12 are connected and a 
reflecting surface is provided on an inner surface of the holders without a reflecting sheet 
corresponding to the light source (see [001 1] of the cited document 2). 

It would have been a technology well-known before the present application that the holders 
are formed with reflective resin (ex. JP 1 12214/1998 A). 

Therefore, a person skilled in the art could have easily arrived at the invention in claim 1-6, 
8, 10-14 by adapting the invention of the cited document 2 and the well-know technology to the 
invention of the cited document 1 . 
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• Claims 7, 15 

• Cited document 1, 2 

• Remarks 

It would have been a technology well known before the present application that the holder 
integrally includes a shading piece facing to the emitting surface of the light guide plate in a 
periphery of an incident surface (ex. [0061] of JP 319400/1998 A). 

• Claims 9 

• Cited document 1, 2 

• Remarks 

It is well known from the example (JP 112214/1998 A) to allow the back surface of 
the holder to have light reflectivity and there is no distinction in the holder formed in a 
predetermined shape for reflection. 



The list of cited documents etc. 

1. Microfilm of Japanese Utility Model Application No. 68373/1990 (JP 27487/1992, U) 

2. JP 133921/1997, A 



Record of the result of prior art search 
■ Technical field(s) to be searched Int. Cl(7) 

G09F9/00 
F21V8/00 

• Prior art document(s) JP 52879/1999 A 

JP 47384/ 1988 U 
JP 52826/1993 U 
JP 11682/1988 U 
JP 105582/1983 U 
JP 193224/1987 U 
JP 293305/ 1998 A 
JP 181484/1995 A 
JP 105709/1995 A 
JP 72624/1999 A 
JP 271769/1999 A 
JP 249111/1999 A 
JP 160681/1999 A 
JP 97806/1998 A 



The record is not a component(s) of the reason(s) for refusal. 
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Any inquiry concerning this communication or request for an interview should be directed to 
folio wings: 

Second Patent Examination Department 

Domestic appliances and lighting Taku Kakizaki 

TEL. 03-3581-1101 (ext. 3371) FAX. 03-3501-0672 
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